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Ezra 1–3

Ezra 4–6

Haggai 

Ezra 7–8

Ezra 9–10



NOTE: Tell your group to get out “The Times of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther” chart, the map, the 
“Ezra at a Glance” chart, and the “Feasts of Israel” chart before your begin your discussion. 
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NOTE: Esarhaddon was Sennacherib’s son. He settled people in Israel about 140 years before 
this time in Ezra. 



NOTE: He was king of Persia about 45 years after Cyrus. He was also known by “Xerxes.” This 
Persian king was Esther’s husband. 

NOTE: On the chart “The Times of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther” there are two kings named 
Darius. The first was Darius the Mede who reigned at the same time as Cyrus of Persia. The 
second king named Darius was the Persian king in Ezra 4. Verse 24 states it was the second year 
of his reign—about 14 years after the worked stopped. 



 
NOTE: Ezra 5:13 says, “king of Babylon,” referring to King Cyrus of Persia. It seems that when 
a king conquered a previous kingdom, he might also be referred to as king of that kingdom. This 
is also true of Ezra 6:22 when Darius king of Persia (Ezra 6:1, 8) is referred to as “king of 
Assyria.” 
 





NOTE: If any of your group read Exodus 12:1-8, then ask what they learned about Passover and 
Unleavened Bread Feasts when discussing the answers to the next question. 
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NOTE: Some in your group might notice that this day was the last of the Feast of Booths. The 
Lord told them He was with them, dwelling in their midst, on the last day of this feast. 



NOTE: This speaks of the future temple Ezekiel saw in visions. The 2nd temple was the one of 
Ezra’s days which Herod the Great refurbished before Jesus’ time. The 1st temple that Solomon 
built was destroyed by the Babylonians. 







NOTE: Luke 3 gives Jesus’ genealogy showing that Mary descended from David by his son 
Nathan. The Zerubbabel in that line was not the same as in Matthew 1. 
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NOTE: Esther, a Jew, married Ahasuerus (Xerxes), the king between Darius 1 and Artaxerxes. 



“seek with care, inquire”1 

Theological 
Wordbook of the Old Testament



NOTE: The River was probably the Euphrates. 
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NOTE: Commentators and scholars disagree as to which decision it was—separating from the 
foreign wives or doing it at appointed time in the cities. 


